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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE REV. JOB SWIFT, D. D. 


DEATH isa subject always 
affording religious instruction.— 
The death of a private person, 
though it furnish to all matter 
for useful contemplation, is apt 
to interest but the small number 
personally acquainted with the 
deceased. The death of one sus- 
taining a public character, espe- 
cially of a public benefactor to 
mankind, excites a ‘more pener- 
al interest and concern.  Per- 
haps in few instances ‘has the 
death of a minister of the gospel 
occasioned a more deep and ‘uiti- 
versal sympathy than that of the 
Rev. Job Swit, p. p. ‘The uni- 
versal grief, manifested by all 
Classes in community, must be 
considered as furnishing a sincere 
tribute to his worth, and an am- 
ple testimony of his extensive 
usefulness. All acknowledge the 


importance of keeping alive. the 


memory of such men, that, tho’ 
dead they may yet speak. 
The following imperfect sketch 


of his life and character may not — 


be unacceptable to those, who 
cherish in their hearts, the mem- 


- ery of those great and good men, 


21L 


who have done honor to the cause 
of christianity. 

The Rev. Job: Swift, p pn. was 
born in Sandwich, in the State of 
Massachusetts, on the 17th of 
June, A. D. 1743, O. S.. While 
he was very young, his father re- 
moved to Kent, in Connecticut. 
He became a member of: Yale 
College in 1761. His mind be- 
cameé impressed with a sense. of re, 
ligion while he was at college, 
and was studying the writings of 
President Edwards. He was 
graduated #765. Hewasby na- 
ture endowed with those distin- 
guished talents, which would have 
enabled him te appear with. the 
highest reputation in any profes- 
sion. It was from motives of du- 
ty that he chose the ministerial 
profession, and he was assisted in 
his preparatory studies by the 
Rev. Dr. Bellamy, of whom he 
ever afterwards retained a pro- 
found esteem. He was little 
more than twenty-two years of 
age, when he became a preacher 
of the'gospel. In the following 
year, he was ordained over a 
church and people in Richmond, 
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Mass. where he labored seven 
years. His prospects of useful- 
ness in this place were, for a time, 
favorable and encouraged him to 
hope that his labors would be 
successful. ‘That he might more 
readily lead the minds of his peo- 
ple into a proper understanding 
of the christian doctrines, he lent 
his aid in favor of religious con- 
ferences, in which, questions on 
doctrinal subjects were freely dis- 
cussed. By his unwearied exer- 
tions a great part of his people, 
ina short time, became well in- 
doctrinated, and some few of 
them the hopeful subjects of gos- 
pel grace. But alas! the scene was 
soonchanged. His bright pros- 
ects began to duitina, and he 
had soon to encounter those afflic- 
tive difficulties which so often fall 
to the lot of the faithful ministers 
of Christ. His difficulties here 
arose’ solely from his strict and 
conscientious adherence to what 
he judged divine truth. «Neither 
the purity of his sentimens nor 
his ‘christian charity would suffer 
him to favor the sentiments and 
wishes of many of his church.— 
While he was faithful in teaching 
them that the just dive by faith, 
and warning them of the danger 
of being slothful in the perform- 
ance of christian duties, many 
were highly offended with him, 
because rhe did not preach censo- 
lation. Having set himself as a 
defence of the. “gospel of Christ, 
he could not be: persuaded to ac- 
commodate himself to their feel- 
ings. ‘Thisserved but to increase 
their dissatisfaction, and they at 
length declared themselves, irre- 
concilable. .He was of ,course 
goon dismissed from wis pastoral 
charge. Many and. grievous 
were the trials and afflictions 
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Fob Swift, D. D. [Noy. 
which he experienced: But he 
endured them all with the pa. 
tience, submission and cheerful. 
ness, which formed such distin. 
guished traits in his character 
through’ his whole life. After 
his dismission from the church in 
Richmond, he preached in differ- 
ent places about a year, during 
which time, nothing very remark. 
able happened with relation to 
him. He then removed to a 
placé called the Nine-Partners, in 
the State of New-York. During 
his stay in this place, he had the 
misfortune of losing the chief part 
of his property by the deprecia. 
tion of paper currency. This 
loss, though severe, he endured 
with all his usual fortitude and 
cheerfulness. Here his gospel 
labors Were attended with no ap. 
parent success; and he met with 
no opposition; for the greatest 
stupidity and carelessness reigned 
among his people, notwithstand- 
ing all hisendeavors to awaken 
them. At the end of about seven 
years, finding his labors ineffect- 
al, he thought it his duty to re. 
move to some other place. He 
then went to Manchester, in Ver- 
mont, where he labored success- 
fully about two years. The Lord 
attended the word which he 
preached with-his spirit, and 


. considerable number were gather- 


ed into the church of Christ, un- 
der his administration. tle then 
had an invitation to settle in len- 
nington, where he spent about 
sixteen years. During this term, 
he was called, nearly at the same 
time, to part with two of his chil- 
dren. This afflicting stroke of 
Providence he endured with that 
patience and submission which 
always peculiarly characterized 
him. It may not be expedient 
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to go intu an enquiry relative to 
the causes which led to his dis- 
mission from the church and 
people of Bennington. The e- 
vent is recent and the subject a 
delicate one. The people of 
Bennington, it is hoped, while 
they realize their obligations toa 
once beloved and faithful pastor, 
will cherish with pleasure his 
memory, and be fully sensible of 
the honor conferred on them, in 
having enjoyed the labors of one 
so highly distinguished. The 
ecclesiastical council, ¢pnvened 
for his dismission, remark that, 
“they are extremely happy to 
find his moral, christian and min- 
isterial character, entirely unim- 
peached, and that the church 
explicitly declare, that they know 
nothing militating against him, 
as an able and faithful minister : 
That they therefore, from their 
own acquaintance, from the testi- 
mony of the church and people 
in Bennington, and from his not- 
ed character in this and the ad- 
jacent states, do most cheerfully 
recommend him as an able, fuith- 
ful and pious minister of the gos- 
pel, whose praise is in all the 
churches.”? After leaving Ben- 
nington, from motives truly pi- 
ous and laudable, he removed to 
Addison. ‘The people of Addison 
will always remember, with the 
warmest emotions, their obliga- 
tions to him for the good which 
he was instrumental of accom- 
plishing among them. The town 
had long been in a divided state, 
the situation, unhappily of too 
many of the towns in Vermont. 
But after the town was blessed 
with his residence, the moral and 
religious character of the people 
Was soon entirely changed. A 


) 
ehiurch was organized and ren- 
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dered respectable by the number 
of its members. Public worship 
on the Sabbath was steadily ob- 
served, and every thing began to 


.wear a new and promising ap- 


pearance. It is not easy to con- 
ceive the grief, which the people 
felt on learning the sorrowful 
news of his death. This truly 
mournful event happened, while 
he was in the northern part of 
Vermont on a mission, which, 
with the consent of his people, he 
voluntarily undertook at his own 
expense. Thesame zeal and dis- 
interested concern for the high- 
est good of his fellow creatures, 
which he displayed through life, 
he exhibited till death. On.the 
20th of October, 1804, after he 
had passed his sixtieth year, while | 
he was at Enosburgh, his kind 
Lord relieved him from his chris- 
tian warfare, and without doubt, 
received him toa more noble and 
exalted state, in a better world, 
where warfare is never known.— 
The patience with which he en- 
dured the pains of his last sick- 
ness, and the composure and peace 
of mind, which he maintained in 
the prospect of approaching death, 
excited the greatest astonishment 
in an unbeliever who happened 
to be present. When asked if he 
was willing to die—Dr. Swift re- 
plied, ** Death has no terrors,” 
Most persons think it a happiness 
to die in the midst of their friends ; 
but he, more tender of them than 
of himself, wished that none cf 
them might be present to witness 
so painful a spectacle. Some of 
his last words were—‘“ I have of- 
ten thought it would be very dis- 
tressing to have my family a- 
round me in the hour of death.” 
Thus died the Rev. Dr. Swift, 
cut off by a sudden death, in the 


‘ 
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entire possession of his mental fac- 
ulties, and at the very height of 
his usefulness. 

His funeral sermon was preach- 
ed by the Rev. Benjamin Woos. 
ter, from Isaiah, lvii. 1. The right- 
eous are taken away Ir om the evil to 
come. His funeral rites were per- 
formed in the presence of the 
same persons who had heard his 
last sermon and witnessed, the 
earnest zeal for their salvation, 
which he manifested at the con- 
ference which he was attending 
when takenunwell. Surely they 
must be greatly blame-worthy, if 
they have failed to profit by the 
affecting and instructive lesson 
which they then received, or if 
they fuffer the impressions made 
on their minds ever to be effaced. 
“A funeral sermon was afterwards 
preached at Addison, by the 
Rev. JeJjediah Bushnell, from 
Heb. xi. 4. By it being dead be 
yet speaketh. ‘The Rev. Lemuel 
Haynes also preached a funeral 
sermon on the occasion, to his 
people in West- Rutland. 

A fiw remarks will here be 
added, as a further illustration of 
the character of the Rev. D-. 
Swift. ; 

A person, who had the best 
opportunity of knowing and ob- 
serving him accurately, declares 
“ that patience, contentment and 
cheerfulness, in every circum. 
stance of his life, distinguished 
his character: That he never 
koew him expres a murmuring 
or complaining word, or mani- 
fest any real uneasiness tn any sit- 
uation, however disagreeable, or 
under any trial, however afflic- 
tive: That if he ever discovered 
any thing of the kind in any of 
his family, he always admont shed 
them ; reminuing them how ma- 
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ny mercies they enjoyed, and how 
ill they deserved them : That he 
always bore the contradiction of 
the wicked with the most admira- 
ble patience ; That he never knew 
him, in a single instance, revile 
again when he was reviled: but 
that he always bore testimony a- 
gainst the wickedness of the wick- 
ed in a charitable and gospel 
manner. As was his doctrine, 
so was his life.” 

The character of Dr. Swift 
shines with distinguished lustre 
in whatever situation or relation 
he be viewed, whether as a man, 


as a citizen, as a christian, pas- 


tor, scholar, neighbor, friend, 
husband or parent. He early 
discovered an inquisitive turn of 
mind and a fondness for investi- 
gating science andtruth. The 
Author of nature had given him 
a capacious and comprehensive 
mind, and rendered him capable 
of exploring the depths of knowl. 
edge and of investigating the 
most abstruse subjects. Divinty 
was his favorite study. _—_In this 
science he made great acquisi- 
tions, His views were profound 
and clear; his sermons rich in 
sentiment and well digested. 
Such was the strength of his 
mind, that he never committed 
his sermons to memory, nor for 
many years, made use of notes 
in delivering them. The num- 
bers who have often been enter- 
tained and edified by his faithiul 
labors and instructive discourses, 
can witness that he was an a- 
ble preacher, a scribe well in- 
structed unto the kingdom of 
God: ka prayer he was sol- 
emn devotional and fervent. He 
was always able to adapt himeelf 
to particular occasions with pe- 
culiar pertinency. His words 
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were weighty and accompanied 
with an air of sincerity. His 
manner was tender, «ffectionate 
and winning. With truth may 
it be said of him that in meek- 
ness he instructed those who op- 
posed. His religious sentiments 
he endeavored to found on the 
word of God, rather than on bu- 
man creeds. He resorted to the 
word of God as to a pure source, 
that he might receive from thence 
unadulterated knowledge. He 
always inculcated strongly on his 
hearers, the doctrine of human 
depravity, the necessity of rezene- 
ration, faith, repentance and good 
works, and adapted his discourses 
to common comprehension, nev- 
er over-looking even the lowest 
capacity. He was apt to con- 
verse with persons of every de- 
scription, that he might win their 
good will andbenefitthem. He 
ever manifested that zeal for the 
great truths and duties of chris- 
iianity which is according to 
knowledge ; but, at the same 
time, abherred bigotry. He ev- 
er exhibited an amiable liberality 
of disposition in his judgment of 
others, was disposed to speak of 
them with candor, and entertain 
a charitable hope for all of what- 
ever denomination, who appear- 
ed to possess the essentials of re- 
ligion. The different congrega- 
tions with whom he has succes- 
sively labored, can witness his pru- 
dence in the discharge of munis- 
terial duties, his sincere love of 
peace and his unwearied ef- 
forts to preserve it. . They can 
witness that he was not slothful, 
but abundant in labors, coveting 
not theirs but them.— The words 
of Cowper apply, with such ex- 
act propriety, to the person who 
is the subject of these remarks, 
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that one is almost tempted to sup- 
pose, that the poet must have 
had a personal reference to him. 
«A preacher, such as Paul, 
Were he on ear'h, would hear, ap- 
prove and own, 
Simple, grave, sincere ; 
In doc’rine uncorrupt; in language 
plain ; 
And plain in manner, 
emn, chaste, 
And natural in gesture. 
press’d 
Himself, as conscious of his awful 
charge, 
And anxious thar the flock he fed 
Should feel it too. Affectionate in 
look, 
And tender ia address, as well becomes 
A messenger of grace to guilty men,” 
Providence, in casting his lot 
in Vermont, appears tu have 
placed him where he could do 
most good, aud where he was 
most wanted. On himliterally de. 
volved the care of all the church- 
es. ‘They looked upto himas a 
father, for counsel and advice. 
His influence was never confined 
to the place where he lived ; but 
was felt and most readily ace 
knowledged in other towns and 
societies, where religion had any 
friends. ‘There ave few menin 
his profession, who attain to such 
distinguished eminence, and few- 
er stil, to whom al! concur in 
paying such distinguished respect. 
His weight among the clergy 
was not jess than among the peo- 
ple. Seldom was there an ordi- 
nation where he was noi consult. 
ed, or an ecclesiastical council 
where he was not invited. At 
councils and meetings of the cler- 
gy, he ever presided with pecul. 
iar dignity. His age, talents 
and influence piaced him at the 
head of the-cieigy, and by them, 
he was universally beloved and 
revered. He fel toi ine desti- 
tute situation of the newly settled 


Decent, sol- 


Much ime 








towns, and more than once, at 
an advanced age, encountered 
the difficulties attending a mis- 
sion. Though at times he view- 
ed prospects as very dark with 
respect tothe religious state of 
Vermont, and was ready to be 
discouraged ;—yet he would nev- 
er give up his hopes entirely ; 
Providence rewarded his perse- 
verence and prayers by giving 
him more comfortable views, 
during the latter part of his life, 
and it was with heart-felt pleasure 
' that he beheld, before his death, 
a a revival of religion in many of 
the towns, 

Whether we view him, as a 
minister, or as a man, as labor- 
ing to promote the spiritual or 
the temporal happiness of others, 
he was truly benevolent, pious 
and sincere ; wishing well to all, 
and contriving to promote their 
welfare. In conversation he was 
instructive and cheerful ; and of 
easy access to all, both young and 
old. He ever was forward to 
countenance merit. - Ingenious 
and pious young men he stimu- 
lated to obtain a liberal educa- 
tion and willingly assisted them 
in preparing for it. 

He was remarkable for his 
kindness and hospitality ; ever 
proved himself a faithful friend ; 
was frank in his disposition ; but 
at the same time prudently cau- 
tious. In private life he was the 
affectionate husband and the kind 
parent; and was distinguished 
for constancy, diligence and ac- 
tivity. He was an accurate ob- 
server of men and things; and 
though he never would depart 
from his proper station, yet he 
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was not inattentive to political 
occurrences. 

Asa scholar, he was well vers- 
ed in classic literature; and the 
honor of a Doctorin Divinity, 
conferred on him by the corpe- 
ration of Williams College, was 
but a deserved tribute to his 
worth. He wasa friend and pat- 
ron of literature and of literary 
institutions, and was successively 
member of the corporations of 
Dartmouth, Williams and Mid- 
dlebury Colleges. Inrelation to 
all matters of business, in which 
he was engaged, he possessed 


what may be termed an efficient 


character. His sound judgment 
enabled him to discern real diffi- 
culties and to provide against 
them. His zeal to do good was 
undiminished to the last. His 
death, like his life, was calm with- 
out any surprise or agitation of 
spirit. He died with a blessed 
hope of a glorious immortality. 

Let his life and example stim- 
ulate others to a happy imitation, 
and his death impress upon the 
hearts of all, the things which 
they have heard from his lips, 
that now he is dead they may 
have them aiways in remem- 
brance. 

*,* The. preceding sketch of 
Dr. Swift’s life was prefixed to 
the volume of sermons published 
shortly after his death. But as 
that work is in the possession of 
but a small portion of our readers 
and a recollection of the man is 
fondly cherished by all, we pre- 
sume none will regret to see the 
sketch appear in our Biographic- 
al department. 
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COMMUNICATIONS AND SELECTIONS, 


9999IIIIIFICIO 


FSSAYS ON RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS, (CONCLUDED.) 


ESSAY VI. 


(Continned from page’ 247.) 


AGAIN :—There are but 
few in a parish, who entertain a 
thought, that they ought or need 
live a better life, than their min- 
ister. Christians are apt to think 
they do well as far as they imi- 
itate their teacher. And sinners, 
generally, feel sure they are safe, 
if. they, in a good measure, be- 
have as well as Christ’s ministers 
Of the truth of this representa- 
tion all would be convinced, a 
few excepted, if they were to 
hear, both christians and sinners 
express the real views and feelings 
of their hearts. Then let gospel 
ministers consider what great in- 
fluence their lives have on the 
minds and practice of their hear- 
ers. Ifthey should attend balls, 
amuse themselves with their pa- 
rishioners in card-play ing, indulg ge 
themselves with parties of Peas 
ure on the Sabbath, pass the tim 
away, when they ~ bi tbe! : 
relating idle stories to excit 
laughter, ' in vain aati sinners 
would directly feel, that there is 
no evil in such a manner ot hfe, 
christians would soon begin to 
conform to this mode of living, 
and all appearances of real seri 
ousness, and vital piety would 
soon disappear. But ministe rs 
will generally unite in saying 
such a life will never answer. ff 
is exceedingly heinous., Far be 
it from us to set such an exampte 
It is well for you to manifest y our 
abhorence of thismode of conduct. 


Here isa minister determined 
never to indulge himself in the 
above practices. Yet he indul- 


ges a cold, stupid, dréwsy form 


of heart. 
his people. 


He freguently visits 

But has no heart to 
converse with them seriously and 
feelingly respecting the great 
concerns of the soul and -cternity. 
He accordingly spends the time 
in asking questions concerning 
their worldly circ umstanites, the 

various events, whith take place 
in their neighborhood, in relating 
anecdotes. He converses with 
them respecting their merchan- 
dise, the best mode of husbandry, 
the pclitics of the present day, 
the characters of political parties, 
the measures they are pursuing, 
and warmly approves or censures 
their dondact: When at home 
he is seldom seen in his study, but 
often with indefatigable zeal 
prosecuting schemes ‘to acquire 
property. When his hearers'visit 
him, the time is spent in the same 
manner it 1s, when he visits them 
Tle now and then preaches a lec- 
ture, visits the sick, attends funer- 
als, and performs public exercises 
on the {> nath. Do not his 
hearers see that he does not feel 
those ocleniia truths he delivers ; 
that he does not live. that sober, 
seli-denying, godly, heavenly life, 
he inculcates onthem? Do they 
see him through the week exem- 
ifying the doctrines he 
3?) Will itnot appear to them, 
thi rss bag public exercises are 
ed he feels hts work is done; 
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til the next Sabbath returns, ex- 
cept making the neeessary prep- 
aration for the pulpit with as 
much haste as can be consistent 
with his popularity? Is he not 
teaching his people to live as he 
lives ; to treat his preaching with 
the same cold, careless neglect he 
treats it? If sinners are moral 
in their lives, may he not expect 
they will, notwithstanding live a 
careless, stupid, unconcerned life ? 
May he not expect his’ church 
will be conformed to the world ? 
And is there any real diiference 
between his charge, and those 
who live, where their minister at- 
tends balls, parties of pleasure, 
and amusement, except in their 
outward, morai conduct! Can- 
not every minister see, whose life 
agrees with the above description, 
that he is a stumbling block to 
the world, making fast the 
bonds of death on the wicked, 
killing the vital power of reli- 
ion, and hindering the success 
of the gospel? Oh; how such 
truths ought to affect, alarm, and 
condemn such negligent, stupid 
ministers, and prove a meais of 
future unceasing faithfulness. 
But if gospel ministers should 
through the week exemplity by 
their lives the doctrines they 
teach ; devote themselves wholiy 
to the work of the ministry, and, 
whenever they are among their 
people, exhibit to view a warm 
love for souls, a tender feeling 
for the cause of Zion, a weaned 
ness from this world, a heavenly 
mindedness, ardent desire after 
perfection, and as great engaged- 
ness to have sinners attend to the 
one thing needfui, and samts to 
live a holy, sober life, as they do 
on the Sabbath ; and so far imi- 
tate Christ in his manner of 
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preaching, and in the life he liv- 
ed; as to. convince all, that they 
have been with Jesus and learned 
of him; could the conscie.ices of 
sinners remain secure? Would 
not saints be more faithful, more 
conformed to another world, more 
watchfal, prayerful, and circum- 
spect intheir walk? Would sot 
religion, in such a place, in some 
good measure, flourish ? 

And now, oh sinner, one great 
end aimed at in these Essays, is 
your salvation. Have expostula- 
tions been used with ministers 
and christians, have serious con- 
siderations been presented to their 
view to prompt them to greater 
exertions and faithfulness ? [It is 
with a view to your good, to a- 
wake you from your deep sleep, 
and stir you upto seek life, as 
you would silver and gold, berore 
it is forever too late. But will 
any thing that hath been said 
profit you, if you are determined 
to sleep in sin, to neglect the one 
thing needful, to seek the world 
as your portion, to live a vain and 

nerry life, and follow all those 
idle amusements, which the world 
call innocent and lawful? No. 
It you live thus, our labor is spent 
in vain. 3e entreated to make 
one solemn pause and reflect.— 
Shali the son of God die to re- 
deem you; shall ministers labor 
for your eternal good; shall 
christians unite their efforts for 
your salvation ;_ shall the throne 
of mercy be daily supplicated for 
you ; shall tears of compassion 
be shed over you; shall every 
thing be done for your salvation, 
which can be done, yet will you 
disregard all these things, and 
still live in security, entice each 
other into sin, harden your hearts, 
and rush on to hell? Consider 
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how deep you will sink into the 
pit, which hath no bottom. Af- 
ter you have enjoyed so many 
and great privileges, so much 
light, been so often exhorted, 
warned and entreated to be wise, 
if by your own folly and madness 
you effect your fixed ruin, what 
tormenting reflexions you must 
have in hell forever. Ob sinner, 
you are collecting fuel for your 
own burning in the prison of des- 
pair forever. Be entreated ; if 
you have any love for your souls, 
if you wish to escape hell and ob- 
tain heaven, reflect on these 


things, turn, by repentance, to 
God, and you shall live. 


oe 


DIALOGUE BETWEEN A CLERGY=- 
MAN AND PARISHIONER- 


Messrs. Evitors, 

Tf you judge the following Dia- 
logue merits a place in the Adviser, 
please to insert it. 

Clergymane GOOD morn- 
ing, my dear friend. Iam hap- 
py in the prospect of having your 
company, as you appear to be 
traveling the same road with my- 
self. 

Parishioner. 
company myself, 
traveling. 

Clr, Excuse my abruptness. 
Pray, sir, favor me with your re- 
marks upon my discourse the last 
sabbath. 

Par. Myremarks, I trust sir, 
would be of little weight; but 
seeing it 18 your request, I would, 
tor the present, only observe, I 
thought you bore quite hard up- 
on the Deists. Possibly they are 
right, and others are wrong. 

Clr, Many things are possi- 
ble, which are not probable, I 


I am fond of 
especially in 
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would, however, observe, I did 
not intend to treat any man,, or 
class of men unhandsomely. We 
all have a right to think and act 
for ourselves ; and we shonld do 
well to remember, that there is 
One, to whom we are accounta- 
ble for both our words and ac- 
tions. But leaving for a moment, 
the subject we have introduced, 
let me ask you, dear sir, what are 
your thoughts upon the subject 
of religion ? 

Par. Why sir, I call myself 
a believer, rather than an infidel. 
I am prevailingly convinced, that 
there is a reality in the christian 
religion; and yet, I confess, [ 
have my doubts. I find so ma- 
ny difficulties, Iam, sometimes, 
ready to conclude, that there 1s 
no truth in any thing; and to 
think with Mr. Hume, that, ** the 
perfection of human wisdom is to 
doubt.”” But tien again some- 
thing tells me, that the fault of 
net seeing and believing, more 
fully, may be in myself. I am 
told that sin blinds the eyes ; and 
when I think of this, I fear it will 
not do, to trust to the pian of in- 
fidelity ; and then I am on the 
point of becoming a firm believ- 
er. 

Clr. trust you do not doubt 
the existence of an intelligent 
God. 

Par. Ido not; the appear- 
ance of contrivance, of design, in 
the works of creation, loudly 
proclaimsa God. For I know, 
there cannot be design, without a 
designer ; nor contrivance with- 
out acontriver. And moreover, 
Iam sensible, that no effect can 
exit:, without an adequate cause ; 
and if the effect manifest. design, 
the cause must be intelligent — 
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thing like a clock, or a watch ; 
and Isee no less design manifest- 
ed, in forming the eye to see, and 
innumerable other things, for an 
important end, than 1 do ina 
clock, or a watch. Thus you 
see, sir, that I firmly believe in 
an intelligent God. 

Chr. Probably you have some 
doubts, asto the divine inspira- 
tion of the scriptures. 

Par. It is true,’ sir, [ am not 
so fully satiefied upon this point, 
as I wish f were. 

Chr. But can you not prove 
the divinity of the scriptures, by 
the same method of reasoning, by 
which you preve’ the existence of 
God: You have already grant- 
ed, that no effect can exist, with- 
out an adequate cause. ‘lhe bi- 
ble is an effect, it exists, and of 
course, it must have had an ade- 
quate cause. It now belongs to 
us to enquire foritscause. Could 
it have been written by liars, or 
wicked men? No, Sir, it con- 
demns the liar to the burning 
lake ; and declares, that the wick- 
ed shall be turned into hell. Now, 
sir, men could have no induce- 
ment to take this way to condemn 
themselves. Satan cannot be di- 
vided against himself. Moreo- 
ver, it gives a character to God, 
which wicked men and devils 
hate. So that, by supposing the 
bible:to be written by wicked 
men, you must suppose them to 
be governed by motives, which 
have never been found to govern 
any intelligent being in the uni- 
verse. ‘To believe such a thing 
requires more credulity than is 
necessary to be a believer. And 
again, another argument [ weuld 
adduce in support of the bible is 
this ; #t:could not have been writ- 
tn by man, not even the best of 


men, without special assistance 
from God. Itis the prerogative 
of Jehovah and of him only to 
foresee future and improbable 
events. A man might fore-tell, 
that the sun would rise to-mor- 
row, asit had to-uay, and though 
the event should come to pass, it 
would; by no means, prove him 
a prophet, because the thing is 
highly probable. But should he 
predict, that one century hence, 
a monatch of such a name should 
arise from one of the smallest 
states in Europe ; that he should 
be of such a particular character 
and should rule over all nations 
according to his pleasure, and 
should events take place, precise- 
ly according to his prediction, 
would it not be a demonstrable 
proof, that this man had special 
assistance, from that God, to 
whom all his works are known, 
from the beginning of the crea- 
tion ? If so, | would ask have not 
innumerable events, as improba- 
ble as this, been predicted in the 
scriptures, hundreds of years, be- 
fore they took place, and come to 
pass, exactly aceording to their 
prediction ? If this be true, which 
you sir, who are acquainted with 
history will not deny, it proves 
the very thing for which we con- 
tend, viz. that those holy mea 
who predicted, must have had 
special assistance from the allsee- 
ing God ; and this again, proves 
the bible to be the word of God. 

Par. Ido not pretend to de- 
ny, I cannot, in justice, deny the 
propriety of your reasoning. | 
did not intend to take the ground 
of infidelity ; for I told you in 
the beginning, that I was a be- 
liever. 

Min. I am still at a loss to 
know what you are, or whether 
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you are fully established in any 
thing. If you are a believer, 
pray sir, tell me what you do be- 
lieve. 

Par. Notwithstanding all my 
doubts and difficulties, 1 am firm- 
ly established in this, that, I will 
be moral, do about as well as I 
can, be upright in my dealings 
and trust God for the rest. If I 
do this, I will risk all the harm 
which shall befall me ina future 
world. 

Min. Morality is a good 
thing ; it is a blessing in society, 
and without it, we should be mis- 
erable indeed: I wish there were 
more of it than thereis. But, 
my friend, what is this morality, 
and from what motives does it 
proceed ? Is it love to God and 
regard to bis glory, which leads 
you to be moral ? If it be so, the 
same love, the same regard to the 
glory of God will lead you to 
obey ali his commands, as well as 
those which regard your outward 
conduct. You will repent of 
your sins ; you will renounce the 
world, as being no longer your 
portion ; you will embrace the 
Savior ; take up your cross daily 
and follow him ; you will watch 
and pray, and indeed be holy in 
all manner of conversation and 
godliness. I repeat it sir, that 
wf regard to the divine glory be 
the foundation of your morality, 
you will be thus obedient, thus 
faithful. 

Par. I didnot mean to enter 
upon metaphysics ; I never liked 
them: I design to do about as 
well as I can, and what can I do 
more ? 

Min. Do as wellas you can, and 
doubtless you will do better than 
many. But I trust you will not 
be offended if lexamine your mo- 
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rality a little further. Is it not 
possible, that pride is the founda- 
tion of all the morality of which 
you and many others, so highly 
boast ? You wish to be respecta- 
ble in society and to have the es- 
teem of the world. You are sen- 
sible, that uprightness of conduct 
will command this esteem, and 
that nothing else will do it. So 
of course, you square your life 
accordingly. It is pride then, 
that makes you moral. 

Perhaps another thing also, 
may have some influence ; you 
wish to be happy, in the world to 
come ; you fear that destruction, 
and you have reason to fear it, 
where liars, thieves and drunkards 
have their portion. And is not 
the fear of this, together with the 
operation of pride, the founda. 
tion of all the repentance you ev- 
er had ? Indeed, sir, did you ever 
repent, because you had sinned 
against God, and him only ? 

Par. I never supposed, and 
do not now, suppose it necessary 
to be so particular ; indeed, Iam 
an enemy to metaphysics, and 
hope I always shall be. 

Min. Friend, be not frighten- 
ed at metaphysics—you and I 
may look on the outward appear- 
ance; but God looketh on the 
heart—is your heart right with 
him? 

Par. I know not; I hope it 
is ; I donot mean to injure him, 
nor any other being—this is my 
religion. I know not whether 
pride is the foundation of my mo- 
rality, or fear of my repentance ; 
nor did I ever suppose it necessa- 
ry toknow. I think I have heard 
yon preach, that the heart must 
be changed, before a person can 
have any true morality, or gospel 
repentance. I hold to a change 
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of conduct—I believe a person 
must forsake his sins and live a 
moral life, or he cannot be saved. 
If we do this, it is all which I 
believe necessary to eternal life. 

Min. I conclude you are of 
opinion that all external reform- 
ations, like this you mention, are 
effected by our good resolutions 
and endeavors ? 

Par. Certainly, if a man 
change his conduct for good, it 
must be through his own exer- 
tions and earnest endeavors to do 
better. 

Min. But stop, my friend, a 
moment.—You have said you be- 
lieved the bible ; and let us see 
what that teaches us upon this 
subject. 

‘Which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man ; but of 
God.” And again, * it is not of 
him that willeth ; nor of him that 
runneth ; but of God that shew- 
eth mercy.” Now, if words have 
any meaning, must not such plain 
declarations, as these, contradict 
your sentiment ? Such texts speak 
for themselves—an attempt to ex- 
plain them would seem to des- 
troy their force. Moreover, men 
are said to be *‘ created anew in 
Christ Jesus, unto good works.” 
Here the Apostle speaks of a 
new creation. ‘This sir, seems to 
frustrate your plan. Can men 
create ? You will not pretend it. 
What is it then, which is created 
anew ? Is it the body? No. No 
change is effected here. It isev- 
ident it is that faculty, which, in 
scripture language is called the 
heart.—*"* A new heart also will I 
give you.”? ‘This then, you see 
is a work of God, a new creation, 
and is not effected by “ the will 
ef men.’? Doubtless all which is 


done, by the immediate agency 
of God, is, to restore a measure 
of that love, or holiness, which 
was lost in the fall; or in other 
words, to give new affections or 
a new disposition, or relish of 
heart, which prepares us for the 
enjoyment of God and divine ob- 
jects. 

Par. This is a marvellous 
thing to me. 

Min. You are not the first 
who has marvelled at this. 

Nicodemus marvelled at it 
before you ; and we have reason 
to fear, that it is here, where thou- 
sands, * behold,and wonder, and 
perish.” But dear sir, mark well 
the words of Christ, for if he 
were here himself, he would, 
doubtless, say to you, * marvel 
not, that I said unto thee, ye must 
be born again.” ‘ Except ye be 
converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall in no wise en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven,” 

Par. Well sir, as we must 
soon part, for the present, I wish 
to make a few enquiries first.— 
In attempting to prove all my 
morality to be selfish, and that 
my repentance arose from the 
fear of hell,. did you mean to 
prove, that I can do ‘nothing 
which is acceptable to God, till 
I have a new heart ? 

Min. 1 did; and would to 
God, you were deeply sensible of 
this truth ; for then I should 
have more hope of your salva- 
tion, than I have, at present 
grounds to entertain. And let 
me tell you sir, thai till such time, 
as you realize this truth, Christ, 
as to you, is dead in vain. He 
did not purchase redemption te 
lavish it upon those, who feel no 
need of him ;_ “ the whole need 
not a physician ; but they that are 
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sick.”” Hoping I may have an- 
other opportunity with you soon, 
I must bid you adieu. 

(To be continued.) 
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FRAGMENTS—Selecied. 


SAINTS. 

IF good men are sad, it is 
not because they are good, but be- 
cause they are not betier. 

If believers are condemed dy 
the world, let them remember 
they shall not be condemned with 
the world. 

Whena child of God thinks he 
can go alone, he is nearest fall- 
ing’. 

A saint is neither afraid of dy- 
ing nor living. He desires to go 
to heaven to see Christ, yet is 
willing to stay upon earth to serve 
Christ. 

SINNERS. 

They that are least serious have 
the greatest reason to be so. 

Sinners, if you do not hear 
God call to-day, you will harde 
your hearts to-day. If you do 
not set about repentance to-day, 
God may justly deny you his as- 
sistance to-morrow. 

Don’t think to begin to live, 
when you are ready to die. 

They, that will not hear Christ 
say come to me, in a day of grace, 
shall hear him say depart from me, 
ina day of judgment. 

DEaTu. 

Though thou mayest have been 
nearer death (in thine own ap- 
prehension) than thou art now ; 
yet it is certain death was never 
sO near thee as it is now. 

This life is a middle state ; we 
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must soon go higher or lower, 
where we must spend upon the 
treasure we here lay up, whether 
of wrath or giory. 

We should think of death not 
as though we were thinking of 
it but as though we were dying. 

There is nothing terrible in 
death, but what our lives have 
made so. 

Let us make a friend of death 
and our judge; and then we 
shall die out of choice as well as 
necessity. 

Heaven. 

If you would lay up a treasure 
of glory in heaven lay up a treas- 
ure of grace in your hearts. 

In heaven all God’s servants 
will be abundantly satisfied with 
kis dealings and dispensations 
with them; and shall see how 
all conduced like so many winds 
to bring them to their haven ; 
and how even the roughest blasts 
helped to bring them homeward. 

If thou lovest to worship God 
here below, God will take thee 
up to worship him above. Thou 
shalt change thy place but not 
thine employment. 

Grace and glory differ but as 
the bud and the blossom : Waat 
is grace but glory begun? What 
is glory but zrace perfected ? 


Hext. 

The reason why so many fall 
into hell is because so tew think 
of it. 

None are so near heaven as 
they that are convinced; none 
are so near heli us those that have 
quenched conviction. 

it is-a weak and wretched 
thing by false peace to secure 
eternal sorrow. 
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ANECDOTE. 

WHEN Oliver Cromwell 
entered upon the command of the 
parliament’s army againstCharles 
I. he ordered all his soldiers to 
carry a Bible in their pockets 
{the same which is now called 
Field’s.) Among the rest. there 
was a wild, wicked young fellow, 
who ran away from his appren- 
ticeship in London, for the sake 
of plunder and dissipation. This 
fellow was obliged to be in the 
fashion. Being one day ordered 
out upon a skirmishing party, or 
to attack some fortress, he re- 
turned to his quarters in the eve- 
ning without hurt. When he was 
going. to bed, pulling the Bible 
out of his pocket, he observed a 
hole in. it. Hiscuriosity led him to 
trace the depth of this hole into 


[Nov. 


his Bible ; he found a bullet was 
gone as far asthe 11th chap. of 
Ecclesiastes, 9th _ verse. He 
read the verse. ‘“ Rejoice, O 
young man, in thy youth, and 
let thy heart chéer thee in the 
days of thy youth, and walk in 
the ways of thy heart, and in the 
sight of thine eyes; but know 
thou that for all these things God 
will bring thee into judgment.” 
The words were set home upon 
his heart by the divine Spirit, so 
that he became a very serious 
and sound believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and lived in London 
many years after the civil wars 
were over. He used pleasantly 


to observe to Dr. Evans, author | 


of the Christian Temper, that the 
Bible was the mean of saving his 
soul and body too. Buck. 
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VERMONT. 
Exiracis from the minutes of the Gen- 

eral Convention. 
AGREEABLY to appoint- 
ment, the Genera! Convention of 
Congregational and Presbyterian 
Ministers in the State of Vermont 
assembled at the house of the Rev. 
Heman Ball, in Rutland, Sep- 

tember 5, 1809 ; present, 

From Windham Assotiation, 


Rev. William Riddel, and Rev. 


Alban Tobey. 

From Kutland Association, 
Rev. John Griswold, and Rev. 
Heman Baill. 

From Addison Association, 
Rev. Jedidiah Bushnell, and Rev. 
‘Thomas A. Merrill, 


From Royalton Association, 
Rev. James Hobart. 

From Orange Association, Rev. 
Stephen Fuller, and Rev. Leonard 
Worcester. 

From the North-West Associ- 
ation, Rev. Publius V. Booge. 

From the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, Rev. 
Samuel Blatchford, D. D. 

From the General Association 
of Connecticut, Rev. Peter Starr. 

The Convention madé choice 
of the Rev. Stephen Fuller, Mod- 
erator, the Rev. Leonard’ Worce- 
ster, Scribe, and the Rev. Will- 
iam Riddel, Assistant Scribe.— 
The Moderator then’ opened the 
meeting with prayer. 
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The following resolution of the 
General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church was communicated, 
by the Rev. Doct. Blatchford, 
delegate from that body, viz. 

‘* Resolved, That the Dele- 
gate appointed to represent this 
Assembly, at the next meeting of 
the Convention of Vermont, be, 
and he hereby is, authorized 
to propose and agree upon ‘the 
same regulations, which have 
been agreed to be observed by 
this Assembly, and the General 
Association of Connecticut, in re- 
lation to the credentials requisite 
for such Ministers as may come 
within the bounds of this Assem- 
bly, or of the Convention of Ver- 
mont, for the purpose of preach- 
ing the gospel.””?—_— Whereupon, 

Voted, That a Committee of 
three be appointed to report such 
regulations, on the subject, as 
may meet the views of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. The Rev. Messrs. 
Ball, Booge, and Blatchford, 
were appointed. 

Voted, That the Rev. Gershom 
C. Lyman of Windham Associa- 
tion, the Rev. Nathan Waldo of 
Royalton Association, the Rev. 
Nathaniel Lambert of Orange 
Association, the Reverend Elihu 
Smith of Rutland Association, 
the Rev. Jedidiah Bushnell of 
Addison Association, and the 
Reverend Asaph Morgan of the 
Northwestern Association; be Re- 
ceivers tor the Convention, for the 
present year. 

Voted, That the sum of fifty 
cents be assessed on the members 
of the several Associations, to be 
collected by the Receivers, and 
paid over to the Treasurer, for 
the purpose of defraying the ex- 
pense of a delegation to the Gen- 
eral Association of Connecticut, 
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and to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church. 

Agreeably to a recommenda. 
tion of the Committee, to whom 
was referred the resolution of the 
General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, respecting the cer: 
tifying of the good qualifications 
of preachers travelling abroad, 
the Convention took up the sub. 
ject, and, considering it of very 
great importance to the interests 
of the Church of the Lord Jesus, 
after mature deliberation, cheer- 
fully enter on the proposed ar- 
rangement ; therefore, 

Resclved, That a standing Com- 
mittee be appointed, to certify 
the regular standing, and good 
character of Preachers travelling 
to officiate in the bounds of the 
General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, the bounds of the 
General Association of the State 
of Connecticut, and elsewhere ; 
and that any Preacher, travelling 
as aforesaid, shall have at least, 
the name of one of the Committee 
who shall belong to the Associa- 
tion, from whose bounds he re. 
cently came. 

Resslved, That it be re¢om- 
mended to the several Congre- 
gational Churches, in this State, 
that they employ no stranger to 
preach among them, who does 
not come recommended, by some 
person of our communion, au- 
thorised to give recommendations 
to Preachers, by the body, with 
which he is connected; or by 
some member of the Committee, 
appointed by this Convention, a- 
grecably to the foregoing resolu. 
tion. 

The Convention then made 
choice of the Rev. Gershom C, 
Lyman of Marlboro’, the Rev. 
Bancroft Fowler of Windsor, 
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the Rev. Leonard Worcester of 
Peacham, the Rev. Martin ‘lul- 
Jar of Royalton, the Rev. John 
Griswold of Pawlet, the Rev. 
Jedidiah Bushnell of Cornwall, 
and the Rev. Publius V. Booge 
of Georgia, as the Committee of 
Credentials, for the year ensuing. 

The Kev. Mr. Fuller preached 
the Convention Sermon, from 
Matth. ix. 27. 

‘The following Reports were 
received trom the Delegate from 
the General Convention to the 
General Association of Connecti- 
cut, and the Delegate to the 
General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church. 


Report of the Delegate to the Gener- 


al Association of Connecticut. 


Pursuant to an appoint- 
ment of the General Conven- 
tion, I attended the General 
Association of Ministers in Con- 
necticut, last June; was received 
with cordiality and respect, and 
witnessed great harmony and 
zeal among them, in endeavor- 
ing to advance the interests of the 
Redeemer’s. Kingdom. Many 
pleasing and animating accounts 
ot the prosperity of Zion were 
read. In most parts of the state 
revivals of religion have taken 
place in the course of the last 
year. Many societies have been 

lessed with refreshing showers 
of divine grace, and numerous 
aecessions have been made to the 
Church of Christ. 

The General Association of 
Connecticut meet at Ellington 
the 3d Tuesday of June 1810. 

I need not enlarge on particu- 
lars, as, from their Delegate to 
your body, a more detailed ac- 
count may be received. 

Gersuom C, Lyman. 
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Report of the Delegate to the Gener- 
al Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, cone 
vened at Philadelphia, May 18, 
1809. 

Having received information 
from the Rev. Bancroft Fowler, 
that he should decline attending 
the last meeting of the General 
Assembly of the I’resbyterian 
Church, as your Delegate, that 
duty devolved upon the subscri- 
ber. ITaccordingly proceeded to 
Philadelphia and was present dur- 
ing the session of that body. 

I was received with great cor- 
diality and treated with every 


mark of attention, which I could | 


expect or desire. 

The state of religion within 
the bounds of the Presbyterian 
-hurch, as it appeared in the free 
conversation on that subject, held 
by the Assembly, has been pre- 
sented to the public, through the 
press and has doubtless been seen 
by the members of the Conven- 
tion. The minutes of the doings 
of the Assembly, in which their 
extensive and zealous missionary 
efforts are related, have also been 
communicated to the Convention. 
On those subjects it would, there- 
fore, be superfluous for me to en- 
large. 

I would however, remark that 
with much pleasure I witnessed 
in the Assembly a solicitous con- 
cern to promote the welfare of 
the churches under their superin- 
tendance and government, by 
strenuous endeavors to maintain 
purity of sentiment and strict- 
ness of disciptine. 

I would also take the liberty to 
observe, that so far as I had an 
opportunity of learning their 
wishes individually, the General 
Assembly were highly gratified 
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with the connexion which had 
been formed with the General 
Convention and desired its con- 
tinuance. In their apprehension 
the intercourse, which has taken 
place between them and the Gen- 
eral Association of Connecticut 
and the General Cenvention has 
gone far towards doing away 
that coldness and jealousy, which 
once subsisted between the Con- 
gregational and Presbyterian 
Clergy, towards introducing that 
harmony of feeling and that 
warmth of regard, so becoming 
the christian character and so pe- 
culiarly proper .between those, 
who have reasonto view each oth- 
er, as faithful ministers of Christ, 
and finally towards producing 
that union of exertion, so impor- 
tant to give full effect, to their 
mutual endeavors to extend the 
Kingdom of their Redeemer and 


advance the interests of his 
Church. Joun Hovcn. 


The Rev. John Griswold was 
appointed Delegate from this 
Convention to the next Gen. As- 
sociation of Connecticut; andthe 
Rev. J. Bushnell his substitute. 

The Rev. Bancroft Fowler was 
also chosen to attend the next 
meeting of the General Assem- 
bly and the Kev. Stephen Fuller 
was chosen substitute. 

‘he Rev. Mr. Starr preached 
from Amos - 1, and was fol- 
lowed by Rev. Dr eommesonen 
who ae rched rate Philip. i. 21. 

Voted, That the next enn 
of the Convention be holden at 
the house of the Rev, Elijah Ly- 
man of Brool KR fie] id. 

The following report respects 
ting the ministers in the several 


rh 
Assostations was accepted, 

ix. WanpHAM. ASSOCIATION, 
es 7 t) —_ anata . , VU 
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man, Marlborough, Rev. Thom. 
as H. Wood, Halifax, Rev. Al- 
ban Tobey, Wilmington, Rev. 
Hezekiah ‘Taylor, Newfane, Rev. 
James ‘Tufts, Wardsborough, 
North District, Rev. Elisha D. 
Andrews, Putney, Rev. ‘l'ime- 
thy Field, Westminster West 
Parish, Rev. Sylvester Sage, 
Westminster East Parish, Rev. 
William Hall, Grafton. Unset- 
tled, Rev. William Riddel, Towns. 
hend. Candidate, Ira Olds, Marl- 
boreugh. 

In Oran6s ASSOCIATION, 
Settled, Rev. Bancroft Fow!er; 
Windsor, Rev. James W. Wood- 


ward, Norwich, Rev. Asa Bur- 
ton, p. p. Thetford, Rev. Cal- 
vin Noble, Choleda, Rev. Ste- 


phen Fuiler, Vershire, Rev. Leon- 
ard Worcester, Pesta Rev. 
Johu Fitch, Danville, Kev. Asa 
Carpenter, Waterford, Rev. John 


Willard, Lunenburgh, Rev. 
Caleb Burge, Guildhall. Unset- 
tled, Rev. Nathaniel Lambert, 


Newbury, Rev. Gardiner Kel- 
logg, Bradford. 

In Rovatton AssociaTion, 
Settled, Rev. Martin 'Tullar. Roy- 
alton, Rev. Elijah Lyman, Brook- 
field, Rev. James Hobart, Berlin, 
Rev. Tilton Eastman, Randolph, 
Rev. Nathan Waldo. Wtiams- 
town, Rev. Aaron Palmer, Barre, 
Rev. Samuel Ba:com, Siaron, 
Rev. Ammi Nichols, Braincree. 

In Rut ianp AssociaTOn, Set« 
tled, Rev. Daniel Marsh, benamg- 
ton, Rev. Abel Farley Manchester, 
Rev. William Jackson, Dorset, 
tev. John B. Preston, Rupert, 
Rev. John Griswold, Pawlet. Rev. 
Benjamin Osborn, Wailingford, 
Rev. William Boies, Tinmouth, 
Rev. Henry Bigelow, Middie- 


- town, Rev. Sam’! Leonard, Poult. 


ney, Kev. Rufus Cushman, Fair- 
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haven, Rev. Dan Kent, Benson, 
Rey. Elihu Smith, Castleton, 
Rev. Lemuel Haynes, West- Kut- 
land, Rev. Heman. Ball, East- 
Rutland, Rev. Holland Weeks, 
Pittsford, Rev. Silas Parsons, 
Sudbury, Rev. Ebenezer Hib- 
bard, Brandon, Rev. Mason 
Knapen, Orwell. Unsetiled, Rev. 
Asel Washburn, Royalton. 
Candidates, Cliver Leavitt, Ru- 
pert, Jonathan Kitchel, Bridport, 
vAsshbel Parmelee, Pittsford, Pe- 
ter Reed, Ludlow, Ralph Rob- 
inson, Dorset, Hipocrates Rowe, 
Pawlet, John Lawton, Bar- 
nard. 

In Appison AssoctaTIon, Set- 
tled, Rev. Increase Graves, Brid- 
port, Rev. John Hongh, Ver- 
gennes, Rev. Thomas A. Merrill, 
Middlebury, Rev. Jonathan Hov- 
ey, jun. Wevbridge, Kev. Josiah 
Hopkins, New-Haven, Rev. Tru- 
man Baldwin, Charlotte, Rev. 
Jedediah Bushnell, Cornwall.— 
Unsetthkd, Rev. Joseph Marshail, 
Starksborough, Rev. John Ran- 
som, Hubbardton, Rev. Syivanus 
Chapin, Addison, Rev. Samuel 
Cheever, Bristol, Rev. Silas L. 
Bingham, New-Haven, Rev. E- 
vans Beardsley, Shoreham. 

In THE NorRTH-WESTERN ASSO- 
c1aTion, Settled, Rev. James Par- 
ker, Underhill, Reverend Asaph 
Morgan, Essex, Rev. Publius V. 
Booge,-Georgia, Rev. Benjamin 
W'oos er, Fairfield, Rev. Joseph 
Cheney, Milton, Rev. Simeon 
Parmelee, Westford. Unsettled, 
Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, Jeri- 
cho, Rev. Jonathan Hovey Wa- 
terbury 

Resclved, That it be consider- 
ed the duty cf each Association, 
at their meeting next previous to 
the meeting of the General Con- 
vention in each year, to make out 
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an annual report of the number, 
names, and :Congregations of set- 
tled ministers, the number and 
names of the unsettled ministers 
and candidates, and the number 
and names of the destitute church. 
es within their limits ; to which 
it will will be necessary to sub- 
join a short account of circum. 
stances, which have occurred 
within the year, such as removals 
of ministers by death or other- 
wise, ordinations and installations, 
with the time of such events ; al. 
so an account of the number of 
members in each church, and the 
additions, andremovals by deaths, 
dismissions, exclusions, &c. and 
it shall be the duty of each Asso. 
ciation to forward such report by 
their delegates to the General 
Convention. 

V wted, That the Rev. Asa Burton, 
p. pb. of Thetford, the Rev. Ste- 
phen Fuller of Vershire, the Rev. 
Martin Tullar of Royalton, the 
Rev. Bancroft Fowler of Wind- 
sor, the Rev. Thomas A. Mer. 
rill of Middlebury, the Reverend 
Leonard Worcester of Peacham, 
the Rev. Holland Weeks of Pitts- 
ford, the Kev. Gershom C. Ly- 
man of Marlborough, the Rev. 
Tilton Eastman of Randolph, 
the Rev. William Jackson, of 
Dorset, the Rev. John Griswold* 
of Pawlet, and the Rev, John 
Hough of Vergennes be the Ed- 
itors of the Adviser for the year 
1810. 

The Commiittee, appointed to 
ascertain the state of religion im 
the churches and towns within 


our limits, made the following 





* Mr, Griswojid having resigned, 
the Rey. Publius V. Booge of Genr- 
gia, has been appoint red an Edtor a- 
greeably to a\provision of the Con 
VENOM. 
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report, which was accepted : “We 
receive, with pleasing emotions, 
the good news, from many towns, 
of a work of divine grace among 
the people, and of great additions 
toa number of churches. The 
light of divine truth has shown 
the danger and deformity of er- 
ror. Where genuine awakenings 
and: conversions have taken place, 
Deism and Universalism have 
lost their consequence, and their 
warmest advocates, in a number 
of instances, have with great hu- 
mility and apparent sincerity, re- 
nounced them, as the most dan- 
gerous, licentious, and ruinous er- 
rors. But we are concerned to 
say, that coldness, stupidity, and 
dissention prevail in some parts. 
On the whole, there is great en- 
couragement to do much, and 
much remains to be done, for the 
more extensive spread of pure re- 
ligion, and for the good of sou's.”’ 

“The Convention, deeply lament- 
ing the too prevalent neglect of cate- 
thetical instruction, request the 
Trustees of the Missionary Soci- 
ety to address the public in gen- 
eral, and ministers and churches 
in particular, on this highly im- 
portant subject, and to take meas- 
ures for printing a cheap edition 
of the Primer. 

LeonarD Worcester, Scribe. 





MISSIONARY SOCIETY: 

THE annual meeting of the 
Trustees of the Vermont Mission- 
ary. Society and of the Vermont 
Religious Tract Society was hol- 
den at the house of the Rev. 
Thomas A. Merrill of Middlebu- 
ry, October 18, 1809 

The Rev. Jedediah Bushnell 
was*chesen Moderator. 

The following was voted as 
the annual report of the Trustees 
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on the subject of Tracts. [Sce 
the Report subjoined | 

Voted, That Mr. William G. 
Hooker of Middlebury, be the 
General ‘Fract Agent for the 
year ensuing ; that all commu- 
nications from the Tract Agents 
be made to him ; that all the pe- 
cuniary concerns of the Society 
be conducted by him; and that 
he be subject to the instructions 
of the Tract Committee. 

Voted, That Rev. Jedediah 
Bushnell, Rev. Bancroft Fowler 
and Rev. John Hough be a Com- 
mittee* (to be denominated the 
Tract Committee) to select ‘Tracts 
and direct the General Agent 
with regard to their distribution. 

Voted, That a quarterly meet- 
ing of the Trustees be holden at 
Middlebury, on the first Mondays 
of January, April and July next. 

The Rev Sylvanus Haynes 
was appointed a Missionary ior 
eight weeks. 

The following persons were 
appointed the standing Commuttee 
of Missions tor the year ensuing, 
Kev. Asa Burton. p. p. Rev. Mar- 
tin Tullar, a Jedediah Bush. 
nell, Rev. Thomas A. Merrill 
and Samuel ‘Miller Esq. It is 
the duty of this Committee to 
appoint Missionarics when ciz- 
cumstances require it; to transact 
any other business which may be 
referred to them by the Trustees, 
and to give account of their do- 
ings, atleast, atevery quarterly 
meeting of the Trustees, to be 
minsited by the secretary. 

Voted, In compliance with the 
request of the General Conven- 
tion, “to address the public in 
general, ai id ministers and church. 
es in particular, on the highly im- 





* ‘the Tract Cor istitntion dees noc 


conhkne this comim:t:eeto the Trustees: 
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portant subject” of  catechetical 
imstruction,’”’ and * to take means 
for printing a cheap edition of the 
Primer.”’ 

Voted, That Rev. Martin Tul. 
Jar, Rev. Jedediah Bushnell and 
Rev. Thomas A. Merrill be a 
Committee to procure not exceed- 
ing ten thousand copies of anim- 
proved edition of the Primer ; 
that the edition shall contain Dr. 
Watts’ Catechism for young chil- 
dren, the Assembly’s shorter Cat- 
echism and such other matter as 
the Committee deem it expedient 
to insert. 

Voted, 'That the edition of the 
Primer aforesaid, when printed 
or procured, shall be deposited in 
different parts of the State to be 
sold at first eost, whereof notice 
shall be given on the blue cover 
of the Adviser ; and thatthe a- 
vails of the edition shall be re- 
turned to the Treasury of the 
Missionary Society. 

V cted, That William G. Hook- 
er, under the direction of the 
Committee, be General Agent to 
distribute the edition for the pur- 
pose of sale as aforesaid. 

Voted, That the Rev. Asa Bur- 
ton draft an address to the pub- 
lic, on the importance of cate- 
chetical instruction. 

Voted, ‘That a general contri- 
buticn be solicited from the 
churches and congregations in 
this state, for the benefit of the 
Missionary Society. 

Voted, That the Secretary draft 
an address for the purpose ; pre- 
face it with a concise statement 
of Missionary labors the year 
past, and lay the same betore the 
Trustees, at the contemplated 
adjo' rned meeting. 

Voted, That the Secretary 
transmit the proceedings of this 


































[ Nov. 


meeting to the Editors of the 
Adviser for publication. 

Voted, That this meeting be 
adjourned to the second Monday 
in November next. 

Attest 
Tuomas A. Merrixt, Secretary. 


First Annual Report of the Trustees 
of the Vermont Religious Tract 
Soctety. 

Agreeably to the require. 
ment of the Tract Constitution 
the Trustees report, through the 
medium of the Adviser, that they 
have cheerfully taken measures to 
promote the benevolent object ot 
the subscribers to tme Tract es- 
tablishment. 

The formation of a Tract So. 
ciety was a Subject to many per- 
sons new—by some not well un- 
derstood. Under these embar- 
rassing circumstances, however, 
very considerable patronage has 
been secured. And the ‘Trus- 
tees fondly believe, that in pro- 
portion as the subject shall be ex- 
amined, its magnitude and im- 
portance will appear. 

When it is considered that the 
moderate sum of one dollar an- 
nually constitutes a person a 
mempber of the society, and that, 
while he gives one fourth part 
of it a gratuity to the public, he 
is entitled to receive in return 
Tracts, which, according to or- 
dinary prices, are worth more 
than the whole sum contributed, 
the Trustees are. persuaded that 
the establishment may expect e- 
ven greater patronage than has 
hitherto been extended. They 
weuld therefore invite the atten- 
tion of all to this medium of dit- 
fusing religious knowledge. 

The Trustees return thanks te 
all, who have promoted the ob 
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ject of the Society, by donations, Treasurer and General Agent ‘ 
a particular account of which will afford all farther pa rticulars 2 


has been published in the Adviser, respecting receipts and expendi- 4, 
or is herewith transmitted for in- tures, which, is deeme.i necessary 
sertion. to lay before the pubiic. BS 

The following accounts of the ae 


The Trustees o of the Vermont Religious Tract Society in aCe 


count with Seth Storrs, Treasurer. Dr, a 
1809. ToCash paid W. G. Hooker, General Agent at : f 
Oct. 1. — differentitimes trom January to October 1. ~ 145 472 ‘ 


Cash in the Treasury - - - - - 5 85 





The Trustees of the Vermont Religious Tract Saciety in ac- 
count with Seth Storrs, Treasurer. Cr, 


1809. By cash received from subscribers for Tracts from 





January to Octob«r I, - - - - 124 44: 
»5 Donations from sundry persons in Cash, 11 38£ 
Cash for Tracts sold,  - - - : - 15 50 
B151 BOE 


SETH STORRS, Treasurer. 


The Trustees of the Vermont Religious Tract Society iN aCe 


count with Win. G. Hooker, Gen. Avent. Dr. 
1808. To cash paid for printing the Constitution, 4. 
To cash paid fora Blank Book, - - ‘- - "5 
1809. To cash paid for 200 Tracts— Child’s Friend,” 2 


To cash paid for 189. do, *’Tis all for the bes,’ 
To cash paid for 14 do. * Subjects for Conside at 495 


To cash paid Thomas M. Pomroy for printing Tract 
“No. fi,’ - . > - 22 59 
To cash paid J. D. Huntington fo r Pi inting tT ract 
66 No. o” e - 9 
To cash paid William Fay fei printing Tra act * N. =e ail 
To cash paid Alden Spooner for printing Tracts 
ts No, 4,and 5 5, ? : . i - 94 
To cash paid J. 'D. Huntington for printing ‘Tracts : 


“No. 6 an 7, . . ° P . 95 
To cash paid for Tracts * Guide to Heaven” 17: 86 
and ** Worlds Digslayed” v j 


To cash paid for postage and transportation ui Tracts, 632 
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The Trustees of the Vermont Religious Tract Society in ac- 
count with Wm. G. Hooker, Gen. Agent. Cr. 


1809. By cash received from the Treasurer from January 


to October I. - - 


— - ne 


145 472 





$145 474 


W. G. HOOKER, Gen. Agent. 


Schedule of the Books andTracts remaining on hand, Oct. 1, 1809. 


Booxs. 
39 Testaments, 
¥ Doddridge’s Rise-and Prog- 
TESSy 
5 Beauties of the Bible, 
23 Religious Conference, 
5 Psalm Books. 


Tracts, &e. 


64 of No IL 
49 No. II. 
133 No. III. 
52- No. IV. 
$17 No. V 
id No. VI 


401 No. VIT. 
500 History of a Bib!e, 
61 Connecticut Tracts No. I. 


26 do. do. 
30 Fobes’ Sermon, 
8 Fuller’s do 

78 Primers, 

95 World’s Displayed, 

45 Guide to Heaven, 

5 Hymn Books, (Pamphlets. } 
12 Subjects for consideration, 
100 Confession of Faith, (Pam. 

phiets. ) 
$0 Small Tracts, 
108 Bible Stories for children. 
SHEETS. 
$87 School of Good Manners, 
184 Miscellany, 
100 do. 


Wm. G. Hooker, Gen. Agent. 


No. XX. 


ae ae 


From the Panoplist. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Zo the Editors of the Panoplist. 

ON Tuesday last (September 
26) an examination of the stu- 
dents in Theology was held at 
Andover inthe chapel of the new 
building. A spectator begs leave 
to inform the public, through the 
channel of your excellent work, 

that, in the opinion of the stran- 
gers present, the students did 
great honor both to their instruct- 
ors and to thefiselves. For him- 
seif hetakes the liberty tosay, that, 
although he has very often been 
a witness of examinations in learn- 


ing and science, he has never bees 
better satished with any exhibi- 
bition of thisnature. The friends 
of the religion of our forefathers 
will be pleased to learn that this 
is the system which alone and 
unmixed was disclosed in a man- 
ner highly gratifving. The pio- 
gress of the students in Sacred 
Literature was not less honorable 
than in Theology. 

After the examination was fin- 
ished,. a very handsome address 
was delivered to- the audience by 
Mr. Spring. one of the students, 

The number of the students at 
present is thirty-six. 


September 28th, 1809. 





































t 


1809.] 


An important letter from the Rev. 
Claudius Buchannan, author of the 
“Srar IN THE East; on, 
News from a far Covntry.” 

Tanjore, Sept. 1, 1806. 
My Dear Sir, 

IT is seldom that any thing 
occurs in India worthy otf being 
communicated to you, but the 
subject of a letter from this place 
will, I doubt not, be interesting. 
It is now about four months since 
I left Bengal, having purposed 
to travel from Calcutta to Cape 
Comerin by land. I had con- 
ceived the design of this journey 
some years ago, being desirous 
of obtaining a more distinct 
knowledge of the present state of 
the Hindoos and Mahometans, in 
various parts of India, also of the 
protestant missions in the Decan, 
of the ancient Syrian Christians 
in Travancore, and of the Jews 
at Cochin. Ihave now nearly 
accomplished my tour, and tho’ 
some principal objects remain to 
be explored, 1 have already ob- 
tained sueh valuable information 
on many important subjects, as 
amply compensates for the labor 
and peril of so long a journey 

When in the province of Orif- 
fa, I visited the celebrated iiin- 
doo temple of Juggernaut. One 


of the students of the co} lleve of . 


Tort William has now the super- 
intendance of the Pagoda, and 1s 
the collector of the tax on Pu- 
erims. I passed about ten days 
in making observations on it.— 
Juggernaut appears to me to be 
the chief seat of Moloch in the 
whole earth, and the 
his dominion in the present age. 
‘Che number of his worshippers 
is cpmPute ed by hundreds of thou- 
sands. Four thousand pilex ims 
entered the gates with me on, ie 


centre of 
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day previous to the grand festival 
of the Rutt Jatra. At Jugger- 
naut I first saw human victims 
devote themselves to death by- 
falling under the wheels of the 
— tower in which the idol 
is placed. ‘There I saw the’ place 
of sculls called Golgotha, where 
the dogs and vulters are ever seen 
expecting their daily corpse. 
There I beheld the obscene wor- 
ship of Moloch in open day, 
while a great multitude, like that 
in the Revelation, uttered their 
voices, not in Hosannahs, but in 
yells of applause at the view of the 
horrid shape and at the actions of 
the high priest of infamy, who is 
roounted with it on the throne. 
There is nothing harmonious 
in the praise of Moloch’s wor- 
shippers, but rather a hissing of 
applause. Exhausted and dis- 
gusted with the daily horror of 
the scene, I at iength hasted a- 
way from the place with some 
degree of trepidation. Three 
days afterwards, when I was on 
the banks of the Chilka Lake, 
{ beheld the towers of Jugcer- 
naut afar of. While L viewed 
them tts abominations came to 
my remembrance, and I! pro- 
nounced it accursed inthe name 
of the Church of GOD. How 
different is that valiey of Hinnom 
from the scene which now pre- 
sents itself to me here among the 





‘hristian churches of ‘Tanjore 
T ae ™ 
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mane affections, a rattonal con- 
rerse. Here the feeble minded 
Hindoo exhibits at Christian 
virtue sin a vigour which great- 
ly surprised me. Here CHRIST 
is eee and this is the scene 
which now prompts me to write 
to vou, 
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But I ought first to have in- 
formed you that I have visited 
other places where the gospel is 

reached to the Hindoos, I had 
intended to have been at Vellore 
on the 8th of July, which was two 
days before the massacre ; but 
the providence of GOD retard- 
ed my steps. I was visited by 
a fever which confined me_ for 
some time in a Caravansara. 

Lord B , the governor at 
Madras, desired I would suggest 
what might occur to mein my 
progress through the Decan, as 
most hkely to ameliorate the state 
of the newly converted Chris- 
tianss In some places they have 
suffered persecution. ‘This per- 
secution has, however, been thus 
far useful that it shows the seri- 
ous change of mind in the Hin- 
doe who can bear it. For it 1s 
often alleged in India that the 
Hindoo can never be so much at- 
tached to Christ as the Bramimn 
rs to his idol. Con. Mag. 


(To be continued.) 





[We regret that we are able to in- 
troduce but a small portion of this 
interesting letter in ihe present num- 


ber. | 


_-—-- - 


ORDINATION. 

Ordained over the congrega- 
tional church and Society of Con- 
cord, on Thursday the seventh 
of Sept. last, the Rev. Samuer 
Goparp. The Rev. Asa Car- 
penter of Waterford made the in- 
troductory prayer; the Rev. Jo- 
seph Lee of Royalston, Mass. 
preached the sermon; the Kev. 
David Goodall of Lyttleton, 
N. H. made the consecrating 
prayer; the Rev. John Willar d 
of Lunenburzh, gave the charge ; 
the Rev. Dyer Birge of Cole- 
br rook, N. H. gave the right 
hand of fellowship ; the Rev. 
Shasid Southerland of Bath, 
N. H. made the concluding 
prayer. 


duns 
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= © ) CORRESPO NDENTS. 


‘© AMELIA”? 


possession of the work to which she 


is informed that as most of our readers are not in 


repeatedly alludes, and as the 


msertion of her Letters would have the appearance of entering into 2 
controversy with the Editors of a former publication, we deem it in- 


expedient to insert them. 


6 PurLALETHES” 


The sentiments in an unobjectionable form 
would find a place inthe Adviser. 
translation of a latin ode, will, 
ppear in our poetical department. 


in due season, 
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DONATIONS TO THE VERMONT RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 


From Rev. Thaddeus Osgood a donation in Tracts, 


the avails of 


a subscription collected in Middle bury by him, amounting to $25 CO 


From Mr. Enos Merrill of Castleton, oe wre ee | 


00 








Errata. No. 10, page 25 


copies, read 5th: 


33 2d column, line 3 
line 19 for Tullar read Fuller: line 20, for Marti 
read Stephen ; line 21, for Tullar read Fuller 


for 3d, ina few 












































